CWHAT   OF   THE   RAIN?'  -
The crags rising from this soil were grey granite; Ibrdn, a blackish
mountain, appeared upon our horizon, some hours distant,
ranging to the northward. A little later we came in Nefud sand
and, finding there wild hay, the Beduins alighted, to gather pro-
vender. This was to bait their cattle in the time when they should
be lying at Hayil, where the country next about is mdhal, a
barrenness of soil hardly less than that which lies about Teyma.
To make hay were unbecoming a great sheykh: and whilst the
rest were busy, Askar digged with his hands in the sand to the
elbow, to sound the depth of the late fallen rain, this being all they
might look for till another autumn, and whereof the new year's
herb must spring. Showers had lately fallen, sixteen days to-
gether; yet we saw almost no sign in the wilderness soil of small
Mreshets. When Askar had put down his bare arm nearly to the
shoulder, he took up the old sandy drought; the moisture of the
rain had not sunk to a full yard! The seasonable rains are partial
in Arabia, which in these latitudes is justly accounted a nearly
rainless country. Whilst it rained in the Kharram no showers
were fallen in the Jeheyna dira; and so little fell at Kheybar, a
hundred miles distant, that in the new year's months there sprang
nearly no rabia in those lava mountains.
We had not ridden far in this Nefud, when at half-afternoon
we saw a herd of camels moving before us at pasture in their slow
dispersed manner; we found beyond where the nomad booths
were pitched in an hollow place. Beduins, when encamping few
together, choose deep ground, where they are sheltered from the
^eather, and by day the black beyts are not so soon discerned,
"nor their watch-fires in the night-time. These also were Sham-
mar, which tribe held all the country now before us to the Jebd
villages;-they were scattered by families as in a peaceable
country of the Emir's dominion, with many wells about them.
Flies swarming here upon the sand, were a sign that we ap-
proached the palm settlements. Whenever we came to tents in
this country the Aarab immediately asked of us, very earnestly,
'What of the rain? tell us is there much fallen in the Auajy dira?'
My companions ever answered with the same word, La tanskud,
'Ask not of it.' If any questioned them, 'Who was this stranger
they brought with them?9 the Auajy responded, with what jneaa-